
We have been formally recording 
our garden wildlife for many years.
Thanks to a dedicated team of experts 
and volunteers we are coming to 
understand more about the species 
found in the garden, spot when 
numbers are low or improving, and 
share the excitement when a new 
species visits the garden for the 
first time. Currently our butterflies, 
dragonflies, bees, moths, birds, bats 
and reptiles are all recorded in this way 
and we hope to add mammals to the 
list this year.

New trail cams
In 2020 we will be adding further to 
our knowledge base, and using trail 
cams in the garden. These dedicated 
wildlife cameras are triggered by 
movement, recording only when a 
creature crosses their path. The images 
they capture will provide a daily 
record of activity in specific areas of 
the garden, allowing us to see what 
happens when we are not present 
and formally watching and recording 
-  both night and day. 

New wildlife pond
We have three existing bodies of water 
in the garden. To these we have now 
added a fourth, a very secluded wildlife 
pond away from the more well-trodden 
garden paths. It provides a valuable 
resource for those creatures unable to 
find their way safely into the existing 
ponds and water features, and will retain 
some of the water that normally drains 
quickly through the garden’s dry sandy 
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Revealing our hidden wildlife

Above: our new easily accessible wildlife pond, 
planted with Carex remota and Symphytum 

Norwich Sky.
 Right: some of the pond’s  recent visitors captured 

on the Ltl Acorn 6210MC trail camera. Top to 
bottom: bullfinch, fox at night, jay.
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What’s happening?

soil. Our trail cam has been installed 
by this pond. The hidden camera 
allows us to, quite literally, provide 
a better picture of wildlife activity in 
the garden and add to the valuable 
information provided both by our 
annual garden wildlife survey and 
individual species monitoring.

Watch the trail cam footage
We already have some great video 
clips of wildlife activity by the pond 
and we’ll be updating them as new 
footage comes through.

You can watch what our trail 
cam has revealed online at 
knollgardensfoundation.org



Our monthly toddler 
group Bugs and Buds 
provides outdoor learning 
opportunities for local 
children with activities 
including nature crafts, 
propagation and mulching, 
alongside themed activities 
looking at hibernation, 
moths and trees.

Aimed at children under five, the club aims to engage 
youngsters with nature from an early age and inspire them 
to develop a continued love for the natural world.

Booking details online: knollgardens.co.uk/events

JOIN OUR TODDLER GROUP -
Some places now available

In late 2019 Knoll Gardens 
Foundation volunteers 
planted nearly 5000 spring 
bulbs across the garden, 
including many natives. 
Look out for them in the 
lower lawn, sedge meadow 
and the shady section of 
the new project area.

Other volunteer work 
has included emptying a 

MORE SPRING BULBS THIS YEAR

section of the Long Walk 
and replanting to showcase 
Miscanthus Sunset and 
Panicum Purple Breeze.

The 2020 Knoll Gardens Foundation Community Lecture 
has been awarded to Dorchester Camera Club.

With age ranges spanning 16 – 90+ club members have a 
particular interest in the environment, represent all levels 
of ability and are drawn from a wide area across Dorset 
and beyond. 

More information and details of how to apply to host the 
next free KGF Community Lecture are online.

KGF ANNUAL COMMUNITY LECTURE
Wednesday 26 February

Our identification and 
labelling project continues 
apace and we now 
confidently expect nearly all 
of Knoll’s trees and shrubs 
to be labelled by the end of 
2020. 

The focus for 2019 
was on the collection 
of rhododendrons and 
azaleas, many of which 
were planted by previous 
owner, John May. We 
are grateful for the help 
of Russell Beeson and 
Robin Whiting of the New 
Forest Branch of the RHS 
Rhododendron, Camellia 
and Magnolia Group 
whose expertise proved 

THE LABELLING PROJECT

invaluable, and delighted 
that Russell confirmed 
there are some noteworthy 
rhododendron specimens in 
the garden.

Charity Trustee Rowena 
Jecock and volunteer Helen 
McIllmurray have spent 
many hours on this long-
term project which will 
prove of immense value to 
garden visitors.

News round up

2020 COMMUNITY OPEN DAYS

As part of our continuing 
drive to promote our 
style of wildlife friendly 
gardening to the local 
community we run a 
year-round programme of 
open days, offering invited 
groups the opportunity to 
visit the garden free-of-
charge and find out more 
about what we are doing.

In 2020 we are extending 
our outreach and will be 
welcoming members of 
the Dorset Arts and Crafts 

Association as well as the 
RSPB in addition to many 
local art groups, camera 
clubs, horticultural groups, 
and members of DWT and 
BNSS.

Dates for these special ‘by 
invitation only’ days are 
now online.

If you know of a group 
which may be interested 
in getting involved next 
year do get in touch. email: 
foundation@knollgardens.
co.uk

GOOD FOR DUCKS!
Neil Lucas has been 
recording rainfall at Knoll 
since he arrived back in 
1994.
Last year’s recordings make 
some interesting reading:
• 2019 saw over 10 inches 
more rainfall than 2018.
• October alone saw 
almost four times as much rain as in October 2018.
• And December 2019 was the third wettest December in 
25 years!



The old Eucalyptus lawn awaits planting to become Knoll’s new Dry Meadow

25 years and time for a change

This spring planting 
will move forward on 
the new Dry Meadow 
to replace the old 
eucalyptus lawn.

Old roots have been
removed and stale 
compacted soil 
rejuvenated with lots of 
Knoll’s own wonderful 
compost, following some 
gentle sculpting of the 
landscape.

Working with 
microclimates
Totalling 300 square 
metres, the project does 
not cover a huge area, 
but whilst the whole 
planting area is very 
dry, microclimates and 
different conditions 
suggest different 
planting requirements: 
it is perhaps best 
thought of as five 
distinct planting areas 
complementing each 
other to create a unified 
whole.

AREA ONE
Linking the Long Walk to 
the Dry Meadow and
planted up by volunteers 
late last year, this 
very dry area required 
shade loving grasses 
including Calamagrostis 
brachytricha, 
Melica ciliata Alba, 
Chasmantyhium 
latifolium, and Aster 
divaricatus.

AREA TWO
In full sun, and 
covering around 200 
metres, planting 

here reflects Neil’s 
latest thinking on 
English ‘meadow-
like’ planting: “mainly 
grasses and perennials 
under one metre tall”. 
Over 1500 grasses and 
perennials will to go 
into the Dry Meadow 
between March and 
early summer. They will 
be joined by more than 
2,000 bulbs, including 
iris, ixia and watsonia.

AREA THREE
Showcasing Carex 
arenaria and Carex flacca 
as replacement lawns 
that can work in the 
sunniest dry conditions.

AREA FOUR
Some planting is 
already underway 
around the Dry 
Meadow and alongside 
what will be the 
replacement lawn to 
create a rain garden 
to help deal with heavy 

rainfall and showcase 
some of the plants 
that can be useful in 
these situations: step 
forward carex, luzula, 
acorus and juncus. Any 
run-off from heavy 
rain will collect at the 
lowest point of the 
rain garden and link to 
the stream garden so 
plants in this area will 
need to cope both with 
floods and very dry 
conditions. 

AREA FIVE
The final stage of 
the project will be 
complete when the 
Foundation has secured 
funding for, and built 
its new Learning 
Resoucre Centre. Run-
off from the roof of the 
timber-framed building 
will then feed to the 
rain garden.

Artist’s  impression of  new Learning Resource 
Centre that will replace the marquee at the top of 

the Dry Meadow.



The Knoll Gardens Foundation
The Knoll Gardens Foundation is dedicated to refining and promoting a wildlife friendly 
naturalistic gardening style, using the garden at Knoll as a practical example and base for 
experimentation.

The Foundation relies on donations, legacies, fundraising events and grants to finance its 
work and welcomes contributions from those who share a passion for gardening and wildlife. 

The Knoll Gardens Foundation, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND

www.knollgardensfoundation.org

Email: foundation@knollgardens.co.uk   •   Telephone: 01202 873931

More than half the 
children in the UK (aged 
5 - 16) cannot identify a 
stinging nettle according 
to recent research by 
family activity app Hoop. 
83% can’t identify a 
bumblebee and 96% do 
not know what a cabbage 
white butterfly looks like.

A new website has been created to highlight 
Dorset’s important marine wildlife and explain 
Marine Protected Area (MPA) management 
and the benefits of careful stewardship. More 
information at dorsetmpas.uk

Recent research suggests 
plants can ‘hear’ and 
respond to passing bees. 
Led by Marine Veits, 
the team at Tel Aviv 
University’s School of 
Plant Sciences and Food 
Security exposed the 
beach evening primrose 
(Oenothera drummondii) 
to different sounds and found low frequencies, 
such as the sound made by a passing bee 
triggered a significant increase in the sugary 
nectar attractive to pollinators within just three 
minutes. It is thought that the flower serves as 
the plant’s external ‘ear’ although the specific 
mechanisms at work are still not known.

DID YOU KNOW? 

easyfundraising.org.uk is the UK’s biggest charity 
shopping fundraising website.
It works with over 3000 retailers including Amazon, 
John Lewis, M&S, ebay, Sainsbury’s, Argos, AVIVA 
and Booking.com, and the Knoll Gardens Foundation 
is one of its registered charities.
Simply adding a couple of clicks every time you do 
your normal shopping allows you to support us and 
costs you nothing at all!
 

 

Facebook:  @knollgardensfoundation 

 Instagram: @knollgardensfoundation 

Twitter: @knollfoundation

Event update

The Knoll Gardens 
Foundation annual 
Garden Wildlife Survey 
takes place on Tuesday 
4th August this year. 
It is your opportunity to 
get hands on, learn from 
local experts and find out 
more about our garden 
wildlife as you help our volunteers identify and 
count as many species as possible in the garden in 
24 hours. It is our annual ‘health check’ and last 
year numbers were up with a total of 120 species 
recorded. Do save the date and join us in the 
garden this summer.

Other wildlife events include guided bat, bee 
and butterfly walks, and we will be welcoming 
potential volunteers to the garden on May 1st 
and August 21st. 

If you are interested in getting involved or know 
someone who might be, do spread the word or 
come along and find out more.

Our 2020 event programme is now online 
at knollgardensfoundation.org  and the 
full programme of events at Knoll, including 
horticultural walks and masterclasses can be 
found at knollgardens.co.uk - or pick up a leaflet 
when you visit. 

SAVE THE DATE


