
Our first Festival of Grasses 
marks the 25th anniversary 
of Neil Lucas’s arrival at Knoll 
Gardens. 
Now known internationally for its 
grasses, Neil was initially attracted to 
Knoll’s wonderful woody shrubs and 
unusual trees. Twenty-five years on, 
that amazing backdrop still flourishes, 
whilst the rest of the garden has 
been transformed into a naturalistic 
haven with the addition of thousands 
of glorious grasses and flowering 
perennials.

Join us in the garden this autumn
Our Festival of Grasses celebrates the 
true glory that grasses can bring to 
any garden - particularly in autumn. 
Running until the end of October, 
you can join Neil on some new walks 
specifically looking at Knoll’s stunning 
autumn effect - you’ll find details 
inside.  We hope the Festival will also 
draw attention to the many benefits 
that gardening with grasses can bring 
throughout the year - to the gardener, 
the garden and its wildlife.  
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Inside: Our annual garden wildlife survey results are in...  Join Neil in the garden as he 
celebrates 25 years at Knoll...  Support our charity when you shop online
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Twitter: @knollfoundation

Our first autumn Festival of Grasses

2019 GARDEN WILDLIFE SURVEY
The results of our Annual Garden Wildlife Survey are in 
and we are beginning to build a picture of the relationship 
between our plants and our resident and visiting creatures.
Again we are in debt to Dorset Wildlife Trust who help so 
much in collating our records. We are truly delighted by a 
recorded increase in numbers for this year’s annual count.
You’ll find more details inside and online.www.knollgardensfoundation.org
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Join Neil in the garden this autumn

OCTOBER 
Ornamental Grass Masterclass 

Thursday 3 October, 2 - 4.30pm. £35. Book online.
All you need to know about grasses and how to use them in a garden setting on 
this practical course with the UK’s leading authority.

Autumn Glory - Celebration Walk

Saturday 12 October, 2 - 4.30pm. £35. Book online.

This special annniverary walk takes in Knoll’s spectacular autumn colour and 
offers plenty of practical advice whilst Neil explains how he has planted for 
maximum effect in the autumn, stretching way into the winter months.

Designing in the Naturalistic Style

Thursday 17 October, 2 - 4.30pm. £35. Book online.

Discover the concepts and techniques behind Knoll’s naturalistic , wildlife-friendly 
style as Neil offers practical advice to help you create Knoll’s stunning style in your 
own garden.

Changing Seasons Walk

Thursday 24 October, 2 - 3pm. £10. Book online.

From spectacular individual plants to mass plantings - Neil reveals some of Knoll’s 
autumn highlights.

Pick up an event leaflet for more details or look online: knollgardensfoundation.org

Professional Grass Masterclass 

Thursday 10 October, 2 - 4.30pm. £40. Book online.

Neil is nationally recognised for his ‘specialist subject’, and this course has been 
created especially for garden designers and trade professionals looking to further 
their own understanding of this incredible group of plants with the UK’s leading 
authority.

Did you know that thousands of businesses 
now make a donation to charity every time 
you place an online order?
That donation could benefit the Knoll Gardens 
Foundation as you can choose the charity you 
support. 

Shop via easyfundraising.org.uk
easyfundraising is the UK’s biggest charity 
shopping fundraising website.
It works with over 3000 retailers including 
amazon,  John Lewis, M&S, ebay, Sainsbury’s, 
Argos, AVIVA and Booking.com and the Knoll 
Gardens Foundation is one of its registered 
charities.

If you choose to go through 
the easyfundraising website 
every time you place a 
supermarket order, shop 
for your home or garden, 
purchase insurance, online 
travel or hotel bookings, you 
could be supporting us. It is 
easy to do, adds just a couple 
of extra clicks to your online shopping process 
and costs you nothing at all. 

More information at www.easyfundraising.
org.uk or scan the QR code above to see 
a short video about how it all works.

Support us when you shop - and it won’t cost you a
penny more!

PH
IL

IP
 S

M
IT

H
D

AV
E 

PE
C

KH
AM



The results are in! 
Our annual garden wildlife survey offers a snapshot of 
the garden on the same day of the year every year. It 
provides an ongoing record of the creatures we see and 
an indication of their profusion in the garden. In many 
ways it is our ‘annual health check’ and we are indebted 
to the many organisations, experts and volunteers who 
come along to help our team with this valuable, and 
fascinating work. This year has been a good year and we 
are delighted that our numbers are up on 2018, with an 
additional twenty species recorded,  bringing the 2019 
total to 120 species in a 24 hour period.
From six species of bat to a juvenile grass snake, newt and 
frog; and badgers and foxes captured on a newly installed 
trail cam, this year there was no shortage of larger garden 
visitors alongside the many hundred insects that always 
provide some challenges when it comes to identification. 
The final figures confirm our belief that the garden at Knoll 
supports a fantastic array of wildlife .

New information
This year we also have increased the information we are 
gathering, recording for the first time the plant species 
many of these fascinating creatures were found on.
On a gloriously sunny day there was a real profusion 
of bees and hoverflies. More than 40 buff tailed 
bumblebees (Bombus terrestris) were recorded feasting 
on Sanguisorba Lilac Squirrel, and Persicaria, whilst the 
white tailed bumblebee, (Bombus lucorum) also present 
in large numbers, seems to favour Echinops, Astilbe and 
Veronicastrum. 
Veronicastrum was also a favourite of the Meadow brown 
butterfly (Maniola jurtina) again spotted in large numbers 
in the garden.  Very much a grassland species, and one of 
the country’s most abundant butterflies, we would hope 
to see a strong presence at Knoll, and it is good to know 
that is indeed the case as many colonies have been lost to 
agricultural intensification.

Most abundant bee? the honey bee

Most abundant butterfly? the Meadow brown

Full survey results now online at
www.knollgardensfoundation.org

One of our experts Nick 
Hull helped out with the 
identification of this beetle 
captured by Neil. The 
mainly nocturnal Dusky 
Longhorn Beetle (Arhopalus 
rusticus) favours conifers 
with its larvae taking two 
years to mature on fallen or 
standing wood.

Dusky Longhorn
Beetle

ANNUAL GARDEN WILDLIFE SURVEY

Male Meadow brown butterfly (Maniola jurtina) 

Above, Sanguisorba Lilac Squirrel,
below l - r,  Veronicastrum Lavendelturm and 

Echinops spaerocephalus



Garden opening times: The garden is currently open from 10am - 5pm Tuesday to Saturday 
and Bank Holiday Mondays - just follow the brown signs.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is dedicated to refining and promoting a wildlife friendly 
naturalistic gardening style, using the garden at Knoll as a practical example and base for 
experimentation.

The Foundation relies on donations, legacies, fundraising events and grants to finance its 
work and welcomes contributions from those who share a passion for gardening and wildlife. 

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is registered as a charity in England and Wales: 1159390.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND

www.knollgardensfoundation.org

Contact us: Email: foundation@knollgardens.co.uk   •   Telephone: 01202 873931

EARLY MORNING YOGA
Our early morning outdoor yoga sessions 
continue in September on Thursdays from 9 
- 10am. They’re a great 
way to start to the day, 
and also offer an unusual 
way to experience the 
tranquillity of the garden 
before it opens to the 
public. Places are limited 
and each session costs 
£8. To book call Jackie 
Hayfield on 07955 587772 
or email jackie.hayfield@sky.com 

Our popular monthly 
Saturday morning toddler 
club runs from 10.30am til 
noon on the last Saturday 
of each month. To check 
availability email Tracy 
Standish at
education@knollgardens.
co.uk

COMMUNITY OPEN DAYS

As part of our programme of special 
Community Open Days we welcome 
photography clubs, art 
groups, wildlife and 
horticultural organisations 
to the garden. More 
details of these special 
days can be found online. 
Do get in touch if your 
group would like to be 
invited along next year. 

Regular events 

More details at www.knollgardens.co.uk

Calling all teachers
We are inviting teachers to spend some time 
with us in the garden free-of-charge on 
Saturday 19 October.
This new Community Open Day is part of 
our Festival of Grasses celebrations, and our 
way of acknowledging all the valuable work 
teachers do, every day, inspiring the minds of 
the future.
Please spread the word to let the local 
education sector know what we are offering. 
We hope visiting teachers will in turn get 
some inspiration from what they see here at 
Knoll and become actively involved in our 
drive to promote wildlife-friendly gardening 
across the generations.
Our Teachers’ Open Day runs from 11am - 
4pm on 19 October. Visiting teachers should 
be prepared to show details of their school or 
college on arrival.

BUGS AND BUDS TODDLER GROUP


