
Over 70 events take place in the garden this year. Alongside 
wildlife and lifestyle walks and workshops, a range of new 
horticultural events marks owner Neil Lucas’s 25th year 
at Knoll. 2019 also sees Knoll’s first Festival of Grasses, 
celebrating the garden’s stunning autumn colour. Many of 
our events are listed here and you’ll find more information, 
new events and booking details online.

knollgardens.co.uk

Family-friendly events
Get Dorset Buzzing Roadshow: The Dorset Wildlife Trust aims to get 1000 Dorset gardens 
doing at least one thing to help pollinators this year. Meet the team, join in with their fun 
activities, and take home tips to get your garden buzzing.
Friday 21 June 10am – 5pm, normal garden admission price, no pre-booking required. 
For every full price ticket purchased £5 will be donated to the garden’s charity, the Knoll 
Gardens Foundation.

Knoll Gardens Foundation Annual Garden Wildlife Survey
Join wildlife volunteers and experts from the Dorset Wildlife Trust to discover more about 
Knoll’s garden wildlife and help survey the garden. Suitable for all ages, beginners and 
experts alike. 
Tuesday 6 August 10am – 3pm, normal garden admission price, no pre-booking 
required. More info at knollgardensfoundation.org
For every full price ticket purchased £5 will be donated to the garden’s charity, the Knoll 
Gardens Foundation.

Garden Wildlife Safari: This special family-friendly safari will inspire children (age 5 – 10) 
to get out, and interact with our wildlife, trees and flowers. 
Activities could include moth trapping, pond dipping and bug hunting.
Saturday 17 August, 10.30am – 12.30pm, £4.50 per child, + £2 per accompanying 
adult. To check availability and book email education@knollgardens.co.uk

Mosaic Workshop with Sarah Moore 
Learn how to create your own mosaic in this special 
workshop. Materials provided but you are invited to take 
along special items to include in your work such as beads, 
buttons, china or shells.
Saturday 8 June 10am – 4.30pm £65 inc materials
To book call Sarah on 01202 877183 or email sarahmoore.sculptor@yahoo.co.uk

Sculpture in the Garden with Sarah Moore 
Working in Bath stone, learn basic stone relief carving skills with the help of Sarah Moore, 
sculptor and fine artist, on this special one day course.
Saturday 6 July 9.30am – 4.30pm £75 inc materials
To book call Sarah on 01202 877183 or email sarahmoore.sculptor@yahoo.co.uk

Willow Dragonfly Workshop with Tracy Standish
Learn the basis skills of willow weaving as you create a wonderful 
dragonfly to decorate your garden or pond. If time allows you 
can also create a smaller decorative creature like a fish or snail!
Saturday 13 July 10.30am – 3pm £50 inc materials

Art in the Garden with Nikki Sheppard
Join practicing artist and lecturer Nikki Sheppard for a special 
day in the garden creating drawings and artwork inspired by the 
natural world. Nikki will take you from the basic elements to 
more experimental pieces you can then develop into richly 
satisfying artwork. Please take own materials. 
Saturday 10 August 10am – 2pm £30

Better Plant and Garden Photography Workshop 
with Philip Smith
Join professional photographer Philip Smith, founder 
of International Garden Photographer of the Year, on 
this exclusive practical course exploring the special 
opportunities for creativity in the early morning garden. 
A tutor with the Royal Photographic Society, Philip will take 
you through a short practical demonstration before you enjoy a unique opportunity 
to photograph the garden before it opens to the public. The day concludes with an 
illustrated lecture providing practical ideas and principles you can integrate into your 
own work. Suitable for all levels of experience, basic familiarity with your camera is 

 Wildlife wonders
Guided walks
Organised by the Knoll Gardens Foundation, 
our programme of expert-led wildlife walks 
lets you discover more about the garden’s 
wildlife and pick up some hints and tips 
on wildlife friendly gardening – as well 
as improving your identification skills. 
Pre booking is essential.

Local Landscapes. Neil Lucas joins forces with 
Dorset Wildlife Trust’s Nicky Hoar for this walk across 
Ferndown Common and into the garden. Discover 
the similarities and differences of the landscapes as you 
learn more about the horticulture and wildlife of east Dorset.
Tuesday 23 April 2 – 4pm £5. Book direct with DWT. Call 01202 692033 or email 
nhoar@dorsetwildlifetrust.org

Bat Walks. Enjoy an evening with Jan Freeborn as you search for our most 
elusive night time visitors.
Thursday 6 June 8.45pm & Monday 5 August, 8.15pm £6.50 per walk. 
Book online. For every ticket purchased £2.50 will be donated to the garden’s charity, 
the Knoll Gardens Foundation and £2.50 to the Dorset Bat Group.

Bee Walks. Join our Bumblebee Surveyor Rowena Jecock to find out more about 
our bumble, solitary and honey bees. Can you tell the difference?
Fridays 3 May & 12 July 11.15am – 12.15pm £5.50 per walk. Book online. 

For every ticket purchased £4 will be donated to the garden’s charity, the 
Knoll Gardens Foundation.

Butterfly Walk. Known for his infectious enthusiasm, Keith 
Powrie has been recording Knoll’s butterflies for many years, 
including finding species new to the garden in 2018. How will 
their offspring fare this year?
Friday 19 July 11am – 12.30pm £5.50. Book online. For every 
ticket purchased £4 will be donated to the garden’s charity, the 
Knoll Gardens Foundation

 

 Creative workshops
Our marquee provides the setting for our workshops, putting creativity 
right at the heart of the garden. Pre-booking is essential. 
Unless otherwise specified book online.

Festival of Grasses
Our first Festival of Grasses marks the 25th anniversary 
of Neil Lucas’s arrival at Knoll Gardens. The 
acknowledged UK authority on ornamental grasses, 
Neil’s continually developing planting style has led to 
Knoll Gardens becoming an internationally acclaimed 
naturalistic garden. 
Our celebratory events will mark this special 
anniversary throughout the autumn months when 
the garden is at its peak. Check online for more news of 
Festival of Grasses events.

What’s happening 
at Knoll Gardens?

assumed together with willingness to experiment 
with ideas and techniques.
Saturday 14 September 6.30am – 12.30pm £70 to 
include coffee and cake

Festive Succulent Wreath Workshop with 
Tracy Standish and Laura Hall
Weave your own willow wreath before turning it 
into a stunning, stylish festive decoration with the 
addition of moss, ivy and succulents. Once the 
festive period is over you can pot up the succulents 
and store the wreath for use next year.
Saturday 7 December 10.30am – 1pm £45

Join Neil Lucas 
in the garden

From changing seasons walks to grass 
masterclasses, autumn colour and 
naturalistic design, this is your opportunity 
to join Neil, the UK’s leading authority on 
ornamental grasses, in the garden, as he celebrates his 25th year 
at Knoll. Book online.

Changing Seasons in the Garden
A new series of four walks celebrating the changing seasons. From spectacular 
individual plants, to mass plantings of Knoll’s acclaimed grasses, and rare and unusual 
trees and shrubs, join Neil as he reveals the garden’s annual journey from the first 
shoots of spring to stunning autumn colour.
Thursdays 25 April, 27 June, 22 August and 24 October 2 – 3pm £10 per walk or 
£35 for all four seasonal walks.

Designing in the Naturalistic Style
Join Neil on a walk around his glorious garden as he explains the concepts and 
techniques behind his naturalistic, wildlife-friendly style then take home some 
practical advice to help you bring Knoll’s stunning year-round effect to your own 
garden.
Thursdays 20 June, 25 July and 17 October, 2 – 4.30pm £35 per class

Ornamental Grass Masterclass
Spend the afternoon with the UK’s leading authority on ornamental grasses as 
Knoll’s owner Neil Lucas shares his wealth of knowledge and draws from personal 
experience and Knoll’s stunning autumn displays to provide practical advice. From 
maintenance to design, Neil covers all you need to know about grasses and how to 
use them in a garden setting.
Thursdays 12 September, 3 October 2 – 4.30pm £35 per class

Professional Grass Masterclass
Nationally recognised for our ‘specialist subject’, this professional ornamental grass 
course is exclusively for Garden Designers and Trade Professionals.
Thursdays 19 September, 10 October 2 – 4.30pm £40 per class

Autumn Glory – Celebration Walk with Neil Lucas: Planting for Maximum Effect
Join Neil Lucas for this celebratory 25th anniversary walk amongst Knoll’s spectacular 
autumn trees and shrubs, as he explains how he has planted thousands of glorious 
grasses and perennials to create maximum effect in the autumn stretching way into 
the winter months. You’ll come away inspired and with plenty of practical advice to 
use in your own garden.
Saturday 12 October, 2 – 4.30pm £35
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Beginners Guide to Close-up and Macro Photography 
with Dave Peckham 
Find out how to get the best out of your camera 
for close-up work and learn some more about the 
equipment available to improve your shots by trying 
out some of Dave’s kit. 
Friday 12 April and 23 August 1 – 4pm £35 per session

Create a Terrarium – Indoor Gardening with Laura Hall
This adult course takes you through the history of the 
terrarium as you learn the step-by-step processes of planting out 
your own sealed demijohn to take home. All materials, including demijohn provided.
Saturday 11 May 10am – noon £45. To book email interiorbotanical@gmail.com

Make a Bottle Garden – Indoor Gardening for Kids with Laura Hall
Especially for kids, (age7+ with accompanying adult) this is an opportunity to make your 
own miniature garden to take home. Take any sealable bottle or jar, all other materials 
provided including soil, miniature plants, moss, 
toadstools and even dinosaurs and fairy dust!
Saturday 15 June 11am – noon £10 per child
To book email interiorbotanical@gmail.com


