
Building for the future
2019 will be a very special year at Knoll. It 
is 25 years since Neil Lucas arrived in the 
garden and the year will see a series of 
celebratory events including a new autumnal 
Festival of Grasses when the garden is at its 
annual peak.
Look out for our  new art, photography and creative 
workshops and an enhanced range of wildife events 
as well as a visit from Dorset Wildlife Trust’s ‘Get 
Dorset Buzzing’ roadshow.
Running alongside our lifestyle and wildlife 
programme there will also be more opportunity to 
find out about Knoll’s style of gardening as Neil hosts 
a new series of seasonal walks and new, ‘Designing 
in the Naturalistic Style’, Masterclasses.
You’ll find more details of all events online at
www.knollgardens.co.uk

Knoll Gardens
Foundation

Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipara), photo courtesy of Nick 
Dobbs who is leading the reptile surveys at Knoll.

Behind the scenes
2019 will see additional wildife surveys in the 
garden.

You may have already noticed the appearance of ten 
‘refugia’. These simple corrugated sheets provide a 
refuge for reptiles and we will be keeping records of 
what we find sheltering underneath them. Please do 
not be tempted to look yourself as this may disturb 
any sheltering snakes or lizards.
We are also about to undertake our first dedicated 
mammal survey thanks to help from the Dorset 
Mammal Group. One of our annual Garden Wildlife 
Surveys recorded a yellow necked mouse at Knoll and 
we hope to find its descendants alive and well.
These new surveys join our ongoing programme 
which includes, bees, butterflies, dragonflies, 
damselflies, birds and bats. You’ll find more 
information online at
www.knollgardensfoundation.org

Planning for the future
We are delighted to announce that we have been 
given planning permission for a new outdoor 
classroom in the garden.
A purpose-built, accessible wooden building with 
a green roof, the classroom will not only allow us 
to run our events regardless of the English weather 
but also fit very well into the garden landscape 
with a wall of folding glass doors to bring the 
natural world inside at all times. As always, getting 
planning permission is only half the battle. Look out 
for our fundraising drive starting later this year and 
do help out if you can!
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Events this spring ...            

March 
Mini-masterclass: Preparing for Spring

Saturday 16 March 10.30am - 12noon

To cut or not to cut? Join Neil Lucas, the UK’s leading authority on 
ornamental grasses for this practical session in the garden. Answering the 
most-asked question on the nursery, this mini-masterclass will also help 
ensure your own grassses are ready to produce the ‘wow factor’ this summer. 
£35, booking essential.

Willow workshop - Plant Climbers with Tracy Standish

Saturday 23 March 10.30am - 1pm

Learn simple willow weaving techniques as you create a 4 - 5ft plant 
support for your garden using Somerset willow perfect for displaying beans 
or sweet peas in pots or borders. £35, booking essential.

April
Bat Walk with Jan Freeborn

Thursday 11 April, from 7.30pm   

Explore the garden’s layout before the start of this special evening stroll in 
search of Knoll’s most elusive night-time visitors. Jan will help you to identfy 
the bats you can hear from their calls and attempt to lure them down for a 
closer look. £6.50  - for every ticket purchased £2.50 will be donated to the 
Knoll Gardens Foundation and the Dorset Bat Group. Booking essential.

Workshop: Beginners guide to close-up and macro photography 
with Dave Peckham
Friday 12 April, 1 - 4pm   

Find out how to get the best out of your camera and learn about the 
equipment available to improve your shots by trying out some of Dave’s kit 
as you benefit from his experience of 30+ years of commercial photography. 
£35, booking essential.

Walk - Local Landscapes

Tuesday 23 April, 2 - 4pm

Join Dorset Wildlife Trust’s Nicky Hoar and Knoll’s Neil Lucas to discover 
the Great Heath Living Landscape of Ferndown Common and Knoll’s 
garden: their differences and similarities and the horticulture and wildlife 
of this glorious part of east Dorset. £5, Booking essential. Book direct with 
DWT email nhoar@dorsetwildlifetrust.org of call 01202 692033

Walk: Changing Seasons in the Garden

Thursday 25 April, 2pm - 3pm  

One of four new seasonal walks focusing on the garden’s highlights in 
each of our four sesaons - from the glorious grasses to the fabulous rare 
and unusual trees and shrubs that form the backbone of the garden.  £10 
per walk, or £5 for all four walks, booking essential. 

More information and booking at knollgardens.co.uk



New meadow to mark
Neil’s 25th anniverary 

A new garden project will mark Neil’s 25th
anniversary at Knoll.

Work began over the winter period and it is expected that the 
new, celebratory meadow will be planted next spring to begin 
coming into its own the following year.

Immediately what you will see as you enter the garden is very 
much a ‘work in progress’. When complete, the new meadow 
will lead you from the garden gate towards the new outdoor 
classroom, providing a wonderful pathway to welcome visitors to 
Knoll.

We will shortly finish clearing unwanted vegetation, then begins 
the process of formative pruning for the remaining woody 
plants. In the nursery we are also busy; growing the native 
grasses that will form the body of the planting as well as the mix 
of exotic grasses and perennials that will form the accents. Later 
in the year the ground will be sculpted to create the sweep of 
the new meadow and incorporate a new rain garden. Visually 
pleasing and highly practical,the rain garden will enable us to 
deal with ongoing flooding from the stream garden, and once 
our new outdoor classrooom is in place, will also be able to 
handle run off from the building.  

...exciting future plans

Stay up-to-date
Thanks to the help of two very talented 
volunteers we now have a strong presence 
on social media and an increasingly up-to-
date website.

Huge thanks are due to Lucy Shergold for 
all her work in making sure word gets out 
about our latest initiatives on Facebook 
and Twitter as well as letting us use her 
stunning images of the garden. 

Thanks are also due to Roy Mortimer who 
has spent a lot of time in the last few 
months bringing the website software 
and functionality up-to-date. Roy will be 
making sure the website stays current 
now so do click through from time to time 
to find out what is going on.  

 

Facebook:  @knollgardensfoundation 

 Instagram: @knollgardensfoundation 

Twitter: @knollfoundation

knollgardensfoundation.org

Community Open Days
Throughout the year the Knoll Gardens 
Foundation welcomes local groups to the 
garden free-of-charge as part of our drive 
to promote wildlife-friendly gardening to 
our local community.

This year special group days are 
available for camera clubs, art clubs and 
horticultural groups as well as members of 
local wildlife organisations. 

Free admission days are also being 
offered to volunteers (7 June as part 
of the national initiative We Value our 
Volunteers) ) and teachers (19 October as 
part of our Festival of Grasses programme) 
to acknowledge all the valuable work 
they do to inspire the next generation.

You’ll find more information about all our 
Community Open Days on the website, 
knollgardensfoundation.org as well 
as Knoll Gardens main event listing at 
knollgardens.co.uk.
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Carex divulsa used in 
a rain garden in San 
Francisco

Molinia Dauerstrahl,, one 
of the grasses that will 

feature in the new meadow 
planting

Clearing the  way for the 
new meadow



Garden opening times: The garden is currently open from 10am - 4pm Tuesday to Saturday 
and Bank Holiday Mondays - just follow the brown signs.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is dedicated to refining and promoting a wildlife friendly 
naturalistic gardening style, using the garden at Knoll as a practical example and base for 
experimentation.

The Foundation relies on donations, legacies, fundraising events and grants to finance its 
work and welcomes contributions from those who share a passion for gardening and wildlife. 

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is registered as a charity in England and Wales: 1159390.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND

Can you help? 
We are always interested in talking to 
potential volunteers. Currently we are 
particularly interested in recruiting someone 
who can help us take our message out to 
local events and meetings and a dedicated 
fundraiser to help us turn the plans for our 
new building into a reality. If you can help 
do get in touch.
You will find more information and 
volunteer application forms online or
Email foundation@knollgardens.co.uk

Contact us: Email: foundation@knollgardens.co.uk   •   Telephone: 01202 873931

Bugs and Buds
Our popular Saturday 
morning toddler club 
is back from 10.30am 
- noon on the last Saturday of each month: 
spring sessions run on 23 Feb, 30 March and 27 
April. Places are limited so please book early to 
guarantee a place. To check availability email 
Tracy Standish at education@knollgardens.co.uk

      

 

Regular
events 

 

Facebook:  @knollgardensfoundation 

 Instagram: @knollgardensfoundation 

Twitter: @knollfoundation

More details at www.knollgardens.co.uk

Our first KGF Community 
Lecture
JOIN US IN WIMBORNE’S ALLENDALE 
CENTRE, 7.30pm, 27 APRIL
Last year we launched the first annual Knoll 
Gardens Foundation Community Lecture.
We were delighted to receive applications 
from many like-minded organisations across 
the county and will be opening the application 
process for this year’s KGF Community Lecture 
very soon.

Lecture plus GQT style Q & A
Dorset Wildlife Trust was selected to host 
our first lecture which will take place at the 
Allendale Centre in Wimborne on 27 April as 
part of its campaign to ‘Get Dorset Buzzing’.
From 7.30pm you will be able to hear Neil talk 
about Plants, Gardens and Wildlife: the work 
of the Knoll Gardens Foundation, followed by 
a Gardeners’ Question Time style Q&A session 
with a panel of wildife experts.
Tickets cost £8 for adults and £5 for children 
(under 16). To book go to theallendale.org or 
call 01202 887247.


