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Could you help our charity?

Wild and Wonderful Bees is our big 

summer event this year. This special family-

friendly discovery day brings together bee 

experts with identification walks, talks, trails, 

stalls and activities to reveal the worlds of our 

bumble, honey and solitary bees.
Meet up with experts from the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust; Becky Twigg, creator 
of Salisbury City Bee Trail and recipient 
of a 2017 ‘Bees Needs Champions’ award 
and Jane Adams founder of the national 
Garden Bioblitz, as well as DWT and our own 
bumblebee surveyor, Rowena Jecock.  With a 
free pack of Johnsons ‘perfect for pollinators’ 
seeds for the first 100 visitors, Wild and 
Wonderful Bees also offers the opportunity to 
hear from local honey producer Beeline, and 
take home some fabulous plants to attract 
pollinators to your garden.

Activities to enjoy
Alongside expert walks and talks, hands-on 
activites include making bee houses with the 
Dorset Wildlife Trust, cosmetics with Lush and 
rolling your own beeswax candle. Quizzes 
and self-led trails add to the fun and thanks 
to the incredible support of a host of local 
and national companies our Grand Prize Draw 
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includes stunning garden furniture, bumblebee 
wallpaper, and bee friendly roses and garden 
products - in all over £800 of glorious bee-related 
goodies to win!
As an integral part of Wild and Wonderful Bees, 
Neil Lucas, Knoll’s owner, will lead a pollinator-
friendly plant walk on the day. “There are no 
members of the animal kingdom more important 
than our bees,” said Neil. “Their life cycle plays 
an intrinsic role in maintaining a diverse and 
healthy plant population so it is hugely important 
that we help them as much as we can. At Knoll 
we are rolling out a policy to have plants in 
flower on every day of the year. We want to help 
everyone find out about our 250 species of bee 
and make more space for pollinators”. 

Making a bee house; bumblebee ‘up close’; Beeline honey; 
Bombus pascuorum - Common Carder Bumblebee on 
scabious, photo by Jane Adams
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Designing with Grasses

“Neil Lucas has a deep understanding of the breadth  

of possibilities for using grasses in landscapes.” 

–From the foreword by Rick Darke

Huge thanks are due to everyone taking part 
in Wild and Wonderful Bees - our experts, 
stall holders and all those helping out behind 
the scenes.

Thanks are also due to all the wonderful 
organisations which have supported our 
grand prize draw and instant win tombola. 
All monies raised will go towards the work 
of the Knoll Gardens Foundation.

We hope the following will give you a 
flavour of the day and the breadth of the 
organisations involved. Thank you for you 
support.

Our Wild and Wonderful supporters             

Free seeds 
for first 
100 visitors

Grand Draw 
Prizes - glorious 
bee-friendly roses 
from David Austin 
Roses, signed copy 
of ‘Bumblebees’,the 
Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust’s 
introductory guide 100% beeswax candle 

from Swanage-based Gold 
& Black Candles, Abeego’s 
reuseable beeswax food 
wrap from Broadstone-
based &Keep, and an 
innovative block bee 
house from Cornwall’s      
Green&Blue

Stunning bumblebee wallpaper 
from Farrow & Ball featuring 
a design from silk fabric 
originally found in Josephine 
Bonaparte’s bedchamber and 
collections of bee-friendly 
garden weed, feed and control 
products from Ecofective

Other amazing prizes include 
tickets for Hampton Court 
Food Festival, two striking 
garden chairs from Wyevale 
Garden Centres and a signed 
copy of Neil Lucas’ best selling 
book - Designing with Grasses

Our stall holders
Specialising in hardy perennials, Northbrook 
Nursery has a wonderful selection of plants for 
pollinators. 

A long-time partner of Knoll’s, and creator of our 
superb bee hotel, Dorset Wildlife Trust exists to 
protect Dorset wildlife and will show you how to 
build bee houses to use in your own garden.

Ethical handmade cosmetic company Lush is 

showcasing some of its honey products as well as 
offering mini-workshops.

Individually batched honey foraged from the 
Dorset/Hampshire borders is available from 
Beeline Honey.

Information from the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust and beeswax candle rolling with KGF 
Education Leader Tracy Standish.



Slow start for the grasses
Whilst season ticket holders can enjoy the garden’s 

changes at first hand, less regular visitors are often 

unaware of why and how we are evolving. We try 

to address this with newsletters and signage. Two 

major projects are currently underway.

The Gravel Garden had become rather mature to 

the point of being overgrown. Just a few weeks 

ago our volunteer team took out a good section 

and replanted. In spite of the dry weather the 

young replants are getting established and the 

area is already looking better than it did before we 

started the ‘renovation’.  

In the shady meadow planting is being extended 

into quite a large area of the original summer 

garden now shaded with mature trees and shrubs. 

We are using plants such as Carex remota and 

Carex Silver Sceptre that will cope more easily 

with the existing conditions. The dry weather has 

stopped us for the moment, but we start again as 

soon as we get some worthwhile rain!

I am rather pleased to see how well the garden 

is holding up in what has to be one of the most 

challenging periods I can recall. Undoubtedly many 

of the perennials and grasses that put on masses 

of growth in the spring are comparatively short 

thanks to the cold wet and low light conditions of 

this spring. Now they have to contend with dry 

soils and searing temperatures! They really are 

doing amazingly well and we water where we can.

Carex remota

What’s happening this month?

Neil Lucas

JULY EVENTS AT KNOLL GARDENS 

Designing in the Naturalistic Style   

Thursday 12 July, 10.30am - 12 noon  

Join Knoll’s owner, Neil Lucas, in the garden as he 
explains his ethos, and the ideas and techniques 
behind Knoll’s naturalistic, wildlife-friendly 
garden, then take home plenty of practical advice 
for your own garden.  Booking essential.

Wild and Wonderful Bees  
Saturday 14 July   11am - 4pm

Family-friendly bee discovery day. No booking 
required. Reduced admission price of £6 per adult 
and £3 per child with family tickets (2+2) at £15. 
All proceeds from the day will be donated to the 
Knoll Gardens Foundation.

Guided Walk - Beautiful Butterflies  
Friday 20 July, 11am - 12.30pm 

Locate and identify our many butterflies with 
the expert help of Keith Powrie who has been 
recording butterfly sightings in the garden for 
many years.

Booking essential. This free event is organised 
by the Knoll Gardens Foundation and donations 
towards it’s charitable work are welcome.

Guided Bat Walk & Moth Trapping  
Thursday 26 July, 8.30pm 

Enjoy a special evening stroll as you search for 
Knoll’s most elusive night-time visitors with expert 
guidance from Jan Freeborn, together with some 
clever technology,  to help you identify those you 
see and hear. You can also discover more about 
the fascinating world of moths with Mark Spencer 
of Bournemouth Natural Science Society.

Booking essential as very limited numbers.

National Garden Scheme Open Day   
Friday 27 July 10am - 5pm 

The NGS is the most significant charitable funder 
of nursing charities in the country, having 
donated over £50m to date. Your visit will help its 
work. Normal admission price.

For further details of all 2018 events pick up a 
copy of our green event leaflet - or look online. 



Garden opening times: The garden is currently open from 10am - 5pm Tuesday to 
Saturday and Bank Holiday Mondays - just follow the brown signs.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is dedicated to refining and promoting a wildlife friendly 
naturalistic gardening style, using the garden at Knoll as a practical example and base for 
experimentation.

The Foundation relies on donations, legacies, fundraising events and grants to finance its 
work and welcomes contributions from those who share a passion for gardening and wildlife. 

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is registered as a charity in England and Wales: 1159390.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND

Can you
help us? 
We are looking for some rather special 
volunteers to join us:

• someone who can help us take our message 
out to local events and meetings.

• a dedicated fundraiser to help us provide a 
new building for year-round events. 

• a garden enthusiast to look after our 
collection of plants in pots.

We’d also like to talk to anyone interested 
in supporting our education programme, 
greeting our visitors, or offering their time as 
garden guides.

If you can help do get in touch.

You will find more information and a 
volunteer application form online or
Email foundation@knollgardens.co.uk or
call the nursery on 01202 873931. 

Contact us: Email: foundation@knollgardens.co.uk   •   Telephone: 01202 873931

  

Bugs and Buds
Our popular monthly 
Saturday morning toddler 
club, Bugs and Buds now 
books up fast thanks to 
the power of social media, with some sessions 
already sold out. Running from 10.30am til noon 
on the last Saturday of each month, the club aims 
to inspire a love of nature from a young age.

With so much interest in the club our Education 
Leader Tracy Standish would like to hear from 
anyone interested in getting involved and 
helping out. For more information on this 
voluntary role or to check availability email Tracy 
at education@knollgardens.co.uk

Early morning yoga
Our outdoor yoga sessions run from 9 - 10am on
Thursday mornings in July and September. 
Offering an unusual way to experience the 
tranquillity of the garden before it opens to the 
public, yoga therapist Jackie Hayfield will help 
you start the day in a positive, relaxed state. Each 
session costs £8 and you are welcome to stay on 
and spend some time in the garden once the class 
has finished.
To book call Jackie on 07955 587772 or email 
jackie.hayfield@sky.com

Community Open Days
As part of our programme of special community 
open days we welcome photography clubs, artist
groups, wildlife and horticultural organisations to 
the garden. More details of these special days can 
be found online. 

Regular
events 

 

Facebook:  @knollgardensfoundation 

 Instagram: @knollgardensfoundation 

Twitter: @knollfoundation

www.knollgardensfoundation.org

More details at www.knollgardens.co.uk


