
This summer sees the garden focus shift to 
finding out more about our many winged 

visitors.
Over the years we have been lucky to benefit 
from the expertise of Keith Powrie who has 
not only formally recorded sightings of our 
dragonflies, damelflies and butterflies but also 
led guided walks to help everyone learn how 
to identify these short-lived garden visitors. 
Book now for his next guided walk on 20 July.
More recently we have been joined in the 
garden by Mark Spencer of Bournemouth 
Natural Science Society. Mark has been 
recording the moths of Knoll and will be 
revealing the results of his night time activity 
on the mornings of 29 June, 27 July and 31 
August. There is no need to book.
For larger wing-watching we have been 
lucky to benefit from visits by bat expert Jan 
Freeborn. You can join her next guided bat 
walk on 26 July - booking is essential.

On the wing
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From top right clockwise: Soprano pipistrelle by Raymond 
Blythe,  Mother Shipton moth by Mark  Spencer, clouded 
Yellow butterfly by Keith Powrie

Wild and Wonderful Bees is our big 

summer event this year. Taking place from 

11am - 4pm on Saturday 14 July this family-

friendly discovery day brings together bee 

experts with identification walks, talks, trails, 

stalls and activities to reveal the worlds of our 

bumble, honey and solitary bees.

Expert participants include the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust; Becky Twigg, creator of 
Salisbury City Bee Trail and recipient of a 2017 
‘Bees Needs Champion’ award from Defra at 
Kew Gardens; and Jane Adams founder of 
the national Garden Bioblitz, as well as DWT 
and our own bumblebee surveyor, Rowena 
Jecock.  With a free pack of Johnsons ‘perfect 
for pollinators’ seeds for the first 100 visitors, 
Wild and Wonderful Bees also offers the 
opportunity to hear from local honey producer 
Beeline, take home some fabulous plants to 
attract pollinators to your garden and build 
your own bee house.

Bee photos by Jane Adams
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With over 50 events to look forward to this year we are aiming to encourage more local 
people to get involved in the wide range of activites now taking place at Knoll. Some of our 
events are listed below, but do look online for more details, www.knollgardens.co.uk

JUNE

We value our volunteers
Friday 1 June, 10.30am until 3pm, free
Free garden admission to everyone showing proof of volunteering status in
celebration of National Volunteers Week. No booking required.

Sculpture in the Garden - workshop
Friday 15 June, 9.30am until 4.30pm, £75, very limited numbers
Join sculptor and fine artist Sarah Moore for this special day learning stone
relief carving. Work on Bath stone to create an original piece to take home.
Call Sarah to book on 01202 877183 or
email sarahmoore.sculptor@yahoo.co.uk

Garden Wildlife Walk
Saturday 16 June, 10.30am - 12.30pm, £10 - also on 4 August
Reconnect with nature as you find out more about Knoll’s garden wildlife. 
Led by Tracy Standish this wildlife discovery walk is especially for adults and 
older children - take a camera to try your hand at capturing some of your 
finds ‘up close’. Book online or in the nursery.

Designing in the Naturalistic Style - also on 12 July

Thursday 21 June, 10.30am - noon, £15
Join Neil Lucas in the garden as he explains his ethos and the concepts
and techniques behind Knoll’s naturalistic, wildlife-friendly style.
Book online or in the nursery.

Dorset Wildlife Trust Members’ Day
Friday 22 June, 10am - 4pm
Meet up with  representatives of Dorset’s largest conservation charity and
discover how Knoll’s naturalistic gardening ethos continues to create a
garden that welcomes wildlife. Free garden admission to DWT members
and volunteers or anyone joining DWT on the day. Please show
membership card on arrival.

July event highlights include:

12 July Designing in the Naturalistic Style with Neil Lucas

14 July Wild and Wonderful Bees - family friendly discover day 

20 July Guided Butterfly Walk  

26 July Bat Walk

Pick up a copy of our green event leaflet for further details of all 2018 events - or look online.  

A huge ‘thank you’ is due to all our volunteers whose help in looking after our visitors and providing 
answers to their many questions is so essential and genuinely valued. Without them it would be 
impossible to run such an interesting programme of events.

Summer event programme             



that always look so good at this time. We 
do not work much with annual plants but 
I sowed some seed a good few years ago 
and while it has been very slow to establish 
it is gradually working itself into several 
areas where its early season display can be 
appreciated.

I really love to see the violets come into 
flower and these are a constant reminder to 
me of the power and dynamics of nature. 
We have never planted a single violet in the 
garden but yet we now have quite literally 
thousands growing and flowering in all sorts 
of places; even in the paving around the 
water garden in tiny cracks where they can 
get a foothold.

All we have had to do as gardeners is to 
allow them to ‘do their thing’ and we are 
rewarded with thriving colonies of these 
delicate looking plants that enrich the 
garden and its visitors; both human and 
wildlife!

Solitary bees
Close to the Bug Hotel is a very dry and poor 
patch of ground in which many plants are 

Slow start for the grasses
It has certainly been an interesting spring 
this year! Not only has it been pretty wet, 
but the cold (not to mention snow in March 
when the nursery and garden was closed for 
3 days), and continuing dampness has had 
a marked effect on many of our summer 
flowering grasses and perennials so that even 
in May many are still only inches from the 
ground. Although we have had some nice 
sunny periods, even as late as the first few 
days of May the night temperature dropped 
to about 0’c which does not encourage good 
plant growth.

Nonetheless the garden is now looking pretty 
good with many of the spring flowering 
plants such as Camellias, Rhododendrons 
and even Wisteria coming into bloom. We 
spend quite a bit of effort in working on our 
early spring displays these days, with our 
volunteer teams in particular dividing and 
planting early season plants like epimedium 
and symphytum especially in shady areas 
under larger woody plants. It is always 
uplifting to see so many early season flowers 
and to watch the bumblebees going from 
one flower to another. We try and have 
something in flower for every day of the year 
and those early season bees certainly seem to 
appreciate the effort!

Another favourite is the annual forget-me- 
not, or Myosotis, with is bright blue flowers 

Epimedium Sulphureum

What’s happening in the garden?

Neil Lucas

Comfrey is much loved by bumblebees, this one is 
Symphytum Norwich Sky

Violets thrive in the garden



Garden opening times: The garden is currently open from 10am - 5pm Tuesday to 
Saturday and Bank Holiday Mondays - just follow the brown signs.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is dedicated to refining and promoting a wildlife friendly 
naturalistic gardening style, using the garden at Knoll as a practical example and base for 
experimentation.

The Foundation relies on donations, legacies, fundraising events and grants to finance its 
work and welcomes contributions from those who share a passion for gardening and wildlife. 

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is registered as a charity in England and Wales: 1159390.

The Knoll Gardens Foundation, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND

Can you
help us? 
We are looking for some rather special 
volunteers to join us:

• someone who is well known in the local 
community and can help us take our message 
out to local events and meetings.

• a dedicated fundraiser to help us provide a 
new building for year-round events. 

• a garden enthusiast to look after our 
collection of plants in pots.

We’d also like to talk to anyone interested 
in supporting our education programme, 
greeting our visitors, or offering their time as 
garden guides.

If you can help do get in touch.

You will find more information and a 
volunteer application form online or
Email foundation@knollgardens.co.uk or
call the nursery on 01202 873931. 

Contact us: Email: foundation@knollgardens.co.uk   •   Telephone: 01202 873931

  

Bugs and Buds
Our popular monthly 
Saturday morning toddler 
club, Bugs and Buds now 
books up fast thanks to 
the power of social media, with some sessions 
already sold out. Running from 10.30am til noon 
on the last Saturday of each month, the club aims 
to inspire a love of nature from a young age.

With so much interest in the club our Education 
Leader Tracy Standish would like to hear from 
anyone interested in getting involved and 
helping out. For more information on this 
voluntary role or to check availability email Tracy 
at education@knollgardens.co.uk

Early morning yoga
Our outdoor yoga sessions run from 9 - 10am on
Thursday mornings in June, July and September. 
Offering an unusual way to experience the 
tranquillity of the garden before it opens to the 
public, yoga therapist Jackie Hayfield will help 
you start the day in a positive, relaxed state. Each 
session costs £8 and you are welcome to stay on 
and spend some time in the garden once the class 
has finished.
To book call Jackie on 07955 587772 or email 
jackie.hayfield@sky.com

Community Open Days
As part of our programme of special community 
open days we welcome photography clubs, artist
groups, wildlife and horticultural organisations to 
the garden. More details of these special days can 
be found online. 

Regular
events 

 

Facebook:  @knollgardensfoundation 

 Instagram: @knollgardensfoundation 

Twitter: @knollfoundation

www.knollgardensfoundation.org

More details at www.knollgardens.co.uk


