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Discover and explore Knoll: 
a stunning garden where 
wildlife can really flourish

The Knoll Gardens Foundation is a new charity encouraging 
the creation of wildlife-friendly gardens. We believe in 
inviting our wildlife - animals, insects and plants - to share 
the whole garden with us wherever possible, and it actually 
needs very little encouragement. 

The Foundation aims to engage children with the Garden as
a habitat and inspire an understanding of science, enthusing 
and encouraging the next generation through fun hands-on
activities including sowing seeds, caring for plants and
identifying wildlife. 

A range of activities are available to pre-school and primary aged children, and details of
these can be found on pages 5 to 8 in this booklet. Alternatively sessions can be tailor
made to suit the requirements of your group. Sessions are led by experienced and
enthusiastic Education Officers and usually last 1.5 to 2 hours in length, with the exception
of habitat activities which we advise require the full day. Groups may visit for a half or
full day, taking part in more than one session if time allows.

Activities are tailored to suit the age and needs of the group  and are available to all. If
any members of your group have any additional needs or access requirements, please 
let an Education Officer know on booking. Most of the garden is accessible to those in
a wheelchair when accompanied by an able bodied helper.    
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THE GARDEN
Knoll Gardens has championed the naturalistic style of gardening for many years, 
believing it to be of benefit to gardeners and wildlife alike. This four acre secluded 
corner of East Dorset has been transformed from market garden to a private botanic 
garden to an internationally acclaimed show garden in 40 years, and is best known for 
its vast range of ornamental grasses.

Comprising rare and unusual shrubs, ornamental grasses and flowering perennials, the 
Garden is home to an increasing range of native plants and new introductions. In 
addition, the Mill Pond and Water Garden provide welcome habitat for aquatic flora 
and fauna.  

There is a covered outdoor space in The Forum, enabling us to carry on whatever the 
weather, and toilets can be found just outside the Garden.  
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Early Years Foundation Stage 
and Key Stage 1

Through exciting hands on experiences we aim to stimulate 
children’s senses and ignite their curiosity for both nature 
and gardening.

Sensory Exploration (EYFS)
Available all year

I Can See a Rainbow (EYFS)
Available April to October

Home Tweet Home (EYFS)
Available all year

From Small Seeds to Tall Trees (EYFS)
Available all year

Explore the Garden using your senses: make a smelly 
cocktail, listen to sounds, use touch to feel natural 
objects and of course, look!

Match your little piece of rainbow with something 
natural before looking more closely at the colours 
of flowers, leaves and stems. Collect samples of 
one colour (adults do the picking!) to create a shade
card of that colour, before holding them up to make
a rainbow!

Discover some of our more common feathered 
friends before having a go at nest building using 
natural materials and your very own beak (finger and 
thumb only!). Learn about the different foods birds 
like to eat and try searching for some woolly worms
of your own. 

Explore the garden in search of seeds of all kinds of
shapes and sizes, before meeting the tall trees they
will grow in to. Play leaf snap and decorate your leaf
crown before planting a seed in a newspaper pot to 
take home.
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Explore the Senses (KS1)
Available all year

Rainbow Colours (KS1)
Available April to October

A variety of activities stimulate the senses, including 
searching for natural items which match a descriptive
word, making a smelly cocktail and listening to the 
sounds of the woodland.

Take a closer look at colour and shade by studying
flowers, leaves, stems and bark. Discuss why flowers
use colour before collecting items in all shades of a
particular colour (the adults pick!) and making a shade
card with your finds.

 How Does My Garden Grow (KS1)
Available all year

Habitat Explorers (KS1)
Available all year

Nature’s Palette (KS1)
Available all year

Discover how plants grow by following the progress
of a seed to a flowering plant. Discuss what plants 
need in order to grow healthily: light, water and 
nutrients, then play the seed germination game
to see if you have what it takes! Finish by planting
a seed in a newspaper pot to take back to school.

Discuss the many different habitats found in the
Garden environment before discovering the
wonderful world of the minibeast! Children will
explore the ground, tree branches and pond in
search of invertebrates, using different techniques,
viewers to inspect their catch and classification keys 
to help them identify. We look at the differences 
between the habitats, introduce food chains and 
discuss the need for camouflage!

Collect colours, frame pictures, create sculptures
and draw, all using nature’s materials. Extract colour
from the soil, leaves and petals to create your
masterpiece.  
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Key Stage 2

Sessions bring learning to life whilst providing children 
with the opportunities to explore further and extend their 
knowledge.

Under Your Feet (KS2)
Available all year

How Does My Garden Grow (KS2)
Available April to October

Garden Habitats (KS2)
Available all year

 

Meet nature’s soil creators and compare different 
types of soil, looking at their colour and texture before
mixing your own soil soup. See how rocks contribute 
to the soil and how we can contribute too through 
composting. This session is messy so old clothes are a 
must!

Discover how plants grow by following the progress
of a seed to a flowering plant. Take a closer look at 
seeds and find some natural examples, including 
colourful blooms and tickly grasses, before 
discovering how they disperse away from their 
parent plant. Have a go at making a paper seed 
- how far can it travel? 

Discuss what plants need in order to grow healthily: 
light, water and nutrients, then play the seed 
germination game to see if you have what it takes! 
Finish by planting a seed in a newspaper pot to take 
back to school.

Discuss the many different habitats found in the
Garden environment before discovering the
wonderful world of the minibeast! Children will
explore the ground, tree branches and pond in
search of invertebrates, using different techniques,
viewers to inspect their catch and classification keys.
We study the differences between the habitats, 
create a food chain using our pond finds and take a 
closer look at predator-prey adaptations.  7
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Perfect Pollinators (KS2)
Available April to October

Plant Propagation (KS2)
Available March to October

Art in the Garden (KS2)
Available all year

Discover how the lives of plants and insects are
interlinked, playing the ‘bee game’ to find out
how bees locate the nectar and help the flowers
too. Learn the names of some of the Garden’s 
best flowering plants for insects before making a
simple bamboo bee home or planting an insect
friendly seed in a newspaper pot to take home.

There are many ways to propagate plants and this
session will give your class some tips and hands-on
experience - you can even take away the results
for your school garden! Depending on the time of
year, they may take heel cuttings, root cuttings,
hardwood cuttings or soft-tip cuttings, or carry
out splitting or seed sowing.

Collect colours, frame pictures, create sculptures
and draw, all using nature’s materials. Extract colour
from the soil, leaves and petals to create your
garden masterpiece and look at the fine details in 
leaves before using a mallet to imprint their 
intricate lines onto cotton fabric.
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We want to ensure your group has a fun, interesting, exciting and 
safe day out at Knoll Gardens. This information is intended to help 
your day run smoothly. 

Group sizes

Cost

Pre-visit

Health and Safety

Allergies

Clothing and Footwear

Due to the small size of the Garden, we can cater for a maximum of 35 children or students at any 
one time, ensuring your group receives the best possible learning experience. If your requirements 
differ to the above, please contact us to discuss the possibility of a bespoke visit.

Primary School visits to Knoll Gardens include a full day of activities with an Education Officer as well 
as full use of the undercover marquee space, for lunch and also activities if necessary. For a days 
visit, the Knoll Gardens Foundation asks for £6 per head towards their work in the Garden and 
groups will be invoiced prior to their visit. This per head charge does not apply to accompanying 
adults. 

Whilst groups are encouraged to spend a day in the Garden, half day sessions are also available. For 
shorter sessions a charge of £3 per head applies. 

All groups visiting Knoll Gardens are encouraged to attend a pre-visit meeting with an Education 
Officer where the proposed content and timings of your visit can be discussed along with any 
relevant risk assessments. At this meeting, group leaders will have the opportunity to familiarise 
themselves with the Garden and its facilities as well as have the opportunity to ask us any questions, 
raise any concerns or highlight the specific needs of any members of your group.

During your visit, your Education Officer will carry a first aid kit. Please let your group leader or a 
member of Knoll Gardens Staff know of any incidents or accidents which occur whilst you are on site. 
Managing the behaviour of your group remains your responsibility at all times. 

We recommend the following adult to children ratios for your visit as a minimum:

Under 5s 1:6
Key Stage 1 1:6
Key Stage 2 1:8

Please note, Knoll Gardens Foundation staff and volunteers should not be included in your adult to 
child ratio.

Please let an Education Officer know about any allergies members of your group may have (children 
and accompanying adults) before you visit the garden.

All our activities take place outdoors and in all weather, so it is vital that the children, staff and any 
parent helpers are all dressed appropriately. Please ensure members of your group have:
Ÿ Waterproof coat and wellies or stout shoes. Trainers are usually ideal in dry conditions.
Ÿ Warm clothes, hats and gloves in cold weather.
Ÿ Sunscreen and hats in the summer - long sleeved tops and trousers are recommended to reduce 

the risk of sunburn and ticks.
Ÿ Please make sure children do not wear their best clothes - they might get wet and muddy! 9
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Access

On the Day

Most of Knoll Gardens is accessible to those in a wheelchair when accompanied by an able bodied 
helper. Please speak to an Education Officer about any additional needs or access requirements your 
group may have.

Ÿ Coaches and cars park in the main nursery car park. Upon arrival, please report to the Nursery 
Cabin where you will be met by an Education Officer

Ÿ Toilets can be found just outside the garden and up the slope by the Garden entrance / exit. 
Please note, we recommend children go to the toilets in small groups due to the size of the 
facilities.

Ÿ If required, a snack break can be time tabled into your day either at the start or after the first 
activity. Please discuss your requirements with your Education Officer.

Ÿ The undercover marquee can be used as a base for your visit and coats and bags can left here. 
Please note, the Garden is open to members of the public and this undercover space is not secure 
- please ensure valuables are not left under the marquee at any time.

Ÿ Depending on the length of your visit and requested activities, your group may be able to take 
part in more than one workshop. This will be discussed at your pre-visit. 

Ÿ Teas and coffees are available to takeaway from the Refreshment Cabin by the Garden entrance. 
Please note the Cabin is self-service and payment for any refreshments should be made in the 
Nursery Cabin.

Ÿ Picnic lunches can be eaten under the marquee in the Garden. There are no rubbish bins in the 
Garden and we ask that all groups take their lunch rubbish away with them and ensure this area is 
left clean and tidy.   10



HOW TO BOOK Ÿ Choose one or two sessions from this 
pack

Ÿ Contact us to make a provisional 
Booking is essential for all booking and discuss your 
educational groups visiting requirements with an Education 
Knoll Gardens, either as a self- Officer 
guided or guided Education Ÿ Garden visits are available Monday to 
Officer led visit.  Friday

Ÿ You will be emailed a booking form to 
Officer-led sessions usually last 1.5 to 2 complete and return to us, along with 
hours (with the exception of habitat the risk assessments relevant to your 
based activities which are best studied in day
a day). Groups will usually be able to take Ÿ On receipt of your completed booking 
part in two different sessions during the form, we will confirm your booking by 
course of their visit, unless looking at email
Garden habitats. Ÿ Arrange a pre-visit to familiarise 

yourself with the Garden and discuss 
We recommend booking your visit well in your requirements with an Education 
advance to avoid disappointment, Officer.
especially for visits during the popular 
Spring and Summer terms.
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HOW TO CONTACT US

Knoll Gardens Foundation
Stapehill Road
Wimborne
BH21 7ND

01202 873931

education@knollgardens.co.uk

HOW TO FIND US

www.knollgardensfoundation.org
Registered as a charity in England and Wales 1159390

Knoll Gardens 
is just under 
four miles east
of Wimborne
off the A31 
and less than
nine miles north
of Bournemouth
and Poole via the
A348.

Follow the brown direction
signs from all major routes.


